Wednesday, August 20, 2003
2 Kings 20:1 - 21


The year most likely was 701 during or close to the time of Assyria’s siege of Jerusalem. God delayed Hezekiah’s death until 686 B.C., just 100 years before Judah’s collapse. The king was only 39 years old when he pleaded for his life. 


God also delayed Judah’s defeat. Her final conqueror would not be Assyria, but in today’s passage we do get a glimpse of Jerusalem’s future enemy. Hezekiah was approached by the exiled Babylonian king (probably just before the siege) who was undoubtedly scouring the region for allies against Assyria. Hezekiah showed him everything in Jerusalem of value. Could he have whetted the appetite of the Babylonians for coming back in the future? Isaiah’s prophecy that Babylon would conquer Judah probably seemed doubtful to the king and his court. At this time Babylon was firmly under the crushing domination of Assyria. 


The tunnel that Hezekiah built to enable Jerusalem to obtain water even during a siege is mentioned as one of his great achievements. It really was amazing and will be described in more detail in Chronicles. (The following is a good site about the tunnel—a page of history followed by 2 1/2 pages of pictures-- http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Oracle/1631/hez1.html ) 

When Hezekiah died, his son, Manasseh took the throne. Unlike his father who served the Lord, Manasseh would bring evil back into the nation and rule for almost half of the time left to Judah. 
